For this creative response | chose to create a work of historical fiction. To create this piece |
JIRRN LQVSLWDIRQ IURP IIKH IKHPHV DQG WHFKQLTXHV XVHG LQ &KDUIRWH 3HUNLQV G6IHIVRQIV The
Yellow Wallpaper (1892) DQG /7HR 7RIRVIR\V{V The Porcelain Doll (1863). Each of their works
IRFXV RQ IKH UHD) ZRUWG FRQIH[IV KDSSHQLQJ RXIVLGH RI IKH VIRU\ %\ UHVHDUFKLQJ WKHVH ZRUN{V
and the background behind their stories | was able to create my own historical work.

During the 1800s, Charlotte Perkins Stetson was one of the leading theorists of the US
women's movement (The Editors of Encyclopaedia, 2022). As such, her work, in particular
The Yellow Wallpaper, focuses on how women were treated at the time. This inspired the
voice of the main character in Not.A.Simple.Affair (N.A.S.A). Similar to the voice of Perkins
6IHIVRQIV VIRU\ P\ FKDUDFIHU LV SIDFHG LQ D VLIXDILRQ ZKHUH VKH LV XQGHU IKH FRQIURI RI D PDQ
To demonstrate this we both keep the name of the female main character unknown for a
PDIRUWN RI RXU ZRUN ZKHUHDV WKH PD(H FKDUDFIHUV QDPHV DUH VIDIHG 7KLV JLYHV IIKH PDH
characters in our story a subtle level of power over the main characters. Whilst the narrator of
The Yellow Wallpaper IV DQRQ\PRXV IRV IKH VIRU\{V HQILUHIN IKH SURIDJRQLVIV QDPH LV UHYHDIHG
DIl IKH YHU\ HQG RI WKH VIRU\ 7KLV GHPRQVIUDIHV KH FRPSIHILRQ RI $QDVIDVIDIV FKDUDFIHU DUF
$V D QDPH FDQ EH LQIHJUDI IR D SHUVRQ{V LGHQILN EN\ UHYHDILQJ KHU QDPH QR D SHW QDPH like
IVZHHIKHDU , UHYHDI her true identity.

/HR 7RIVIR\{V ZRUN ZDV D VIDUILQJ SRLQI IRV UHVHDUFKLQJ KRZ IR SRUID\ 5XVVIDQ FXWXUH LQ
literature without being cliche. In The Porcelain Doll, Tolstoy breaks the traditional rules of
VAQID[ LQ SDUILFXIDU EUDFNHIV IR FIHDU\ GLVSID\ KH FKDUDFIHUV LQQHU IKRXJKIV %UDFNHIV DUH
traditionally used to give extra, not crucial, information to the reader. However, Tolstoy breaks
this rule to cue the audience into the story's plot twist. Unlike Tolstoy, in N.A.S.A, | did not
want to cue the audience into my plot twist. To do this | used a red herring with an extended
PHIDSKRU 7KURXJIKRXI IKH FRXUVH RI IKH VIRU\ #KH DXGLHQFH LV (HG IR EHILHYH IIKDI $QDVIDVLDIV
QHUYRXVQHVV LV GXH IR KHU ERVV DVVDX0I RQ KHU $IIiHU IKLV LQIHUDFILRQ VKH IHHOV 3INH D VRIGLHU
in a gUXHNLQJ EDMMHILHIG« , ZDV VIXFN LQ QR-PDQIV-IDQG" i LV KHUH WKDIi , XVHG ILJXUDILYH
IDQIXDJH IR WDQWULRQ IURP $QDVIDVLDIV HPRILRQD) LQIHUQDI PRQRIRJIXH #R D PRUH IDFIXD( YRLFH
7KH IDGLQJ RI IKH EDIilH PHIDSKRU DNRZHG PH IR FRQIURI P\ DXGLHQFHIV IRFXV therefore their
expectations about the plot elements to come.

) XUKHUPRUH IKH EDWOHILHIG PHIDSKRU ZDV D KLQW YR $QDVIDVLD{V WXH LQIHQILRQV DQG ZDV
LQVSIUHG E\ IKH 5XVVIDQ VD\LQJ 32QH LV QRII D VRIGLHU LQ WKH EDIHILHIG™ Online Travel Guide,
2022). | interpreted this to mean that it takes more than one person to achieve success and
no one can be excluded. Exclusion has been a common experience in the lives of women and
is a prominent theme in The Yellow Wallpaper = XuQJ IKH V' ZRPHQV FRQIUEXILRQV IR
the workplace were overlooked. Underestimating Anastasia is what allowed her the
opportunity to steal the document. It is also what allowed the Russians to perform one of the
ILUVIi DFFRXQIV RI RQIQH HVSIRQDJIH ZKHQ IKH\ VIRIH VKXIltH SIDQV IIRP 1$6%$ GXUQJ IKH v
DQG {V Betz, 2016).

The red herring and Anastasia's subsequent seeking of comfort provided the momentum for
the rest of the story. The audience's expectations regarding story structure lead them to
believe that the assault was the conflict. This meant | could use each new setting to place a
hint. For example, when Anastasia orders a Reuban sandwich, a popular American sandwich
which traditionally has Russian dressing.



After setting myself the challenge of creating a story with a slowly revealed plot twist ending |
used early readers to test if the structure of my story had the desired effect. Early readers
have suggested a sequel from the boss's perspective. A tantalising idea.
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