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Introduction

Whilst Hobbes argues that we need the Leviathan of the state in order to prevent “the war of all

against all”, activists propose the radical, yet comparatively more effective idea of abolishing the police as

means to stop the cycle of violence in America. Thomas Hobbes, a 17th century philosopher,

characterised humankind as constantly “warring” and animated by a self-interested desire for power;

otherwise known as the state of nature (Partridge, 1961, pp. 222-223). Hobbes identifies that society

needs a central authority to reign in this natural anarchy, granting it “coercive power to punish” those who

break its laws, in other words, the Leviathan (Monash University, 2022). In contrast, the central claims of

the abolition movement, argue that it is instead the Leviathan (modern day law enforcement) instigating

“the war of all against all” and abolishing it would only then ensure prosperity. This is determined in two

ways. The first recognises that practically, abolition creates safer, more effective “policing” and secondly,

that principally, abolishing the police is ethically necessary to promote equality and democratic values.

Thus, activists' calls for re-designing policing achieve a safe, equitable society far more effectively than

Hobbes’ Leviathan.

The Contention of Effective Policing

Gaining traction from political protests during the summer of 2020, the slogan “Abolish the

police” holds a great practical significance and promise as a solution to current police violence and

ineffectiveness (Eaglin et al., 2023, p. 122). But what does abolishing the police actually entail? Well,

some take it literally; Christian Davenport, a political scientist at the University of Michigan advocates for

“completely eliminating the institution” and then re-creating something that is deemed “more just and

humane” (Jackson et al., 2020). Others believe that “defunding the police” is instead the first real step of

abolition, as Christy Lopez, a law professor at Georgetown University offers that we need to “reset public

safety” by defunding policing to prioritise housing, employment, community health and other vital

programs in order to “eliminate our overreliance on law enforcement” (Eaglin et al., 2023, p. 127)



(Jackson et al., 2020). For the purpose of this essay, we focus on the first two definitions of abolition:

complete dismantling of the Leviathan, or incremental defunding.

For Hobbes, the abolition of the police would allow for the return to the dreaded state of nature,

where “every man is enemy to every man” (Hobbes, 1651, p. 78). In absence of strict law enforcement,

without “public officers, armed, to revenge all injuries” committed against law-abiding civilians, the good

will of the public would be put to the harshest test (Hobbes, 1651, p. 78). After all, under Hobbesian

assertions, the logical conclusion of such police abolition would result in anarchy and a “poor, nasty,

brutish and short” life (Rosen, 2000, p. 86). Thus, Hobbes proclaims our only “reasonable opm
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murders were the result of the “routine stops” of racial profiling, suspicion of drug possession or

distribution, and so-called “public safety tool” gang injunctions where civil courts designate particular

groups of people as “public nuisances”, restricting their mobility and freedom of association (Ellison &

Lenz, 2016, p. 7). This is all while police reforms have consistently proven futile, as issuing more training

for officers and mandating body cameras, has still perpetuated the uneven numbers of African American

men and women dying at the hands of police,



and discrimination, while wasting billions of dollars that could be spent on public welfare. The call to

abolish law enforcement “is not only intuitive, but also justifiable” (McDowell & Fernandez, 2018, p.

380). Hobbes' political theory fails on all fronts to best activists calls for police abolition.

Conclusion

The urgency of police abolition in America is undeniable. Whilst the Hobbes Leviathan attempts

to preserve a safe and prosperous society, discrimination, death and an ineffective policing agency are

unavoidable symptoms of the state. The abuse and societal degradation associated with the Leviathan

across many jurisdictions in the United States, demonstrate forcefully that there must be a better avenue

for crime regulation. While few advocates recommend complete abolishment of the police - the majority

understand a significant curtailment is right and better than the oppres t r
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